188                SANITY IN SEX
As <a matter of fact, there is a handicap of misinformation to be overcome before there can be a basis of real knowledge and understanding, which is so necessary to insure a happy, harmonious married life. For marriage is fundamentally a sexual union, and its success or failure, all things considered, is largely determined by conditions arising from the actual problems of sex.
It is significant that, besides those suffering from mental inertia, or lack of vision, the program for a rational sex outlook is retarded by two more positive extremes. On the one hand, there is the prude, with all his time-worn prejudices and ancient traditions; and on the other, the profligate, or libertine, who invariably can be depended upon to display actual hostility toward rational sex education. This unholy alliance is encountered in every move to promote sane thinking upon one of the great problems of life; and nowhere is it more manifest than among these types who so resolutely refuse to study or discuss the great questions of conjugal ethics and hygiene.
The Don Juan, or "man of the world," who